
 

 

 
Home for Christmas  

 
 
Madrigal Players will present I'll Be Home for Christmas as musical dinner theatre on Nov. 29 and as musical 
on Dec. 1  
 
LORI GALLAGHER  
 
THE DAILY GLEANER 
History, family and the holiday season come together in the Madrigal Players presentation of the musical I'll Be 
Home for Christmas.  
 
'Basically, it's following a family and friends through the Christmas season of the 1940s, the year that Pearl 
Harbor happened. During our play, that event occurs and we see how the family deals with it,' says Julie 
MacLean, the show's music director. 
 
The theatre troupe has a wide range of cast members to cover all the different roles, she says. 
 
'We have a grandfather figure who was in the last war, but isn't in this one, so he gives that perspective. We 
have a couple young men that are signing up for the war, and their love interests and how those relationships 
play out before the young men go off to war,' says MacLean.'Then on the other side of the play, we have a 
radio station and that's providing all of the music. Basically every time the family tunes into the news or tunes 
into the radio, our radio station side of the stage comes alive. It's sort of a split scene and we were able to have 
more people involved that way and we have a lot of great music.' To put the music together for this show took 
plenty of prep time and the help of a devoted group of people, she says. 
 
'We're actually using a live band - we're not using tracks - so preparing the music for the band is one step and 
Judy (Lavigne, the producer) and I have worked on that together. We've been practising since September, 
learning all this music, trying to include as much harmony as possible, and learning all of the songs.' They've 
got a mix of fast and slow songs, as well as ones that include the full choir and others that feature soloists. 
 
'It's been an adventure figuring out who to put where, whose voices fit what songs,' says McLean.'It's been 
great.' Madrigal Players is putting on two performances of I'll Be Home for Christmas  
 
. The first, on Friday, Nov. 29, at 6:30 p.m. at Fredericton Inn, is a dinner theatre. 
 
'That was a challenge with this play, mainly due to the fact that the original script was not meant as a dinner 
theatre, so we've adapted it,' says Mac-Lean. 
 
'What we've done is there are several sections of the play where our characters, especially in our radio scenes, 
are on location. So they're interacting with the crowd, whether they're walking amongst them singing or there's 
dancing going on around the audience members. Because it's Christmas music and a lot of it's familiar, we're 
encouraging people to sing along with the carols.' A second performance - not including dinner - will take place 
on Sunday, Dec. 1, at 7 p.m. at St. Luke's Chapel, CFB Gagetown. 
 
MacLean admits working on the production certainly helped everyone get in the Christmas spirit. 
 
'I usually try to wait until Dec. 1 to listen to Christmas music and obviously working on this show that didn't 
happen,' she says.'You have to get into the Christmas spirit and just kind of embrace the characters and 
embrace the music and embrace the message of the play. It just brings Christmas to the cast members a little 
early.' She also sees the show as a way to pay tribute to veterans in the city, showing what life was like in that 
time period. 
 



'So that the young people of my generation, or anyone who wasn't involved in the war or lived through that 
period, can get a sense of what people went through and how they still managed to find the joy of Christmas, 
the Christmas  
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Going back in time: Above from left, Marybelle Cameron-Pack, Maryse Howell and Raena Steeves work on 
their dance routine as 1940s radio stars. Madrigal Players and the Fredericton Inn will present I'll Be Home for 
Christmas musical dinner theatre on Nov. 29 at 6:30 p.m. The second performance - not including dinner - will 
take place on Dec. 1, at 7 p.m., at St. Luke's Chapel, CFB Gagetown. 
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season and the Christmas story, even through everything that was going on in the world.' MacLean adds,'We're 
hoping they take away a little bit of history, a little bit of fun, and a lot of laughs.' This show is especially 
meaningful to Lavigne as her father served in the Second World War.  
 
'He would have been 90 this Nov. 29,' she says via email.'I have always been astounded to think of the 
strength that that generation had. I look around at some of our cast members and think that my dad was in 
France 70 years ago when he was their age.' This is the troupe's opportunity to pay tribute to the family 
members of the cast who served in this way, she says.  
 
'We are also offering complimentary tickets to our Sunday show to any veterans who are interested in 
attending.' Lavigne adds,'I think in this season of peace it's important to remember our own history and hope 
that it will never be repeated.' She's excited about this year's production.  
 
'We have really grown in the past three years and that should be evident in this season's production. We have 
a solid team and it's wonderful to see everyone working as a team,' she says.  
 
Madrigal Players was founded to provide a way for families to participate in community theatre.  
 
'We wanted to provide an entry-level performance opportunity for people who may be new to the stage,' says 
Lavigne.'We have also benefited from the expertise of seasoned performers.' I'll Be Home for Christmas is 
Hugo Larsson's third production with Madrigal Players. This time out he's the voice of the show, playing the 
radio announcer.  
 
'I've always liked pretending to be somebody else. In this one I'm not quite somebody else. I've done radio in 
my past, but still it's different because it's the 1940s,' he says.  
 
Larsson enjoys acting and singing, and this role gives him the opportunity to do both.  
 
'Also, I like seeing things happen. It sort of starts out as organized chaos and in the end it somehow all comes 
together,' he says.  
 
He hopes that the audiences at both shows have a good time.  
 
'Even though it's a play, I think it's quite realistic in showing how the people probably reacted to learning about 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, hearing the speech from Winston Churchill.  
 
I think it will be informative as well.' Both performance will include a silent auction that is a fundraiser for the 
Chalmers Hospital Foundation. The money raised will be added to what was collected at Madrigal Players last 
two shows, says Lavigne, and will be donated to the foundation in memory of Andre Theriault, a founding 
member of the group who passed away.  
 
Madrigal Players and the Fredericton Inn will present I'll Be Home for Christmas  
 
musical dinner theatre on Nov. 29, at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $32 for adults, $18 for children. To reserve your 
seat, pick up a ticket at Fredericton Inn or email madrigalmusicians@gmail.com.  
 
The second performance - not including dinner - will take place on Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. at St. Luke's Chapel, CFB 
Gagetown. Tickets are $10 and are available at the door.  
 
For more information, contact madrigalmusicians@gmail.com, call Jane Blakely at 471-5494 or visit 
madrigalplayersfredericton.weebly.com.  

 
 

http://madrigalplayersfredericton.weebly.com/
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